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[he Cale of a Publique Buſineſs couchingthe Mynes 


in Darby-ſhire, which concerns the Maintenance of Fourty thouſand poor 
People, and preduces to the Common-wealth Two Hundred 
Thouſand pounds per annum, in the Staple 
Commodity of Lead. 


Sec Lead Mynes in the County of Dans y were always under the Dukes of Lancaſter, 
ne and governed according to Laws and Cuſtoms, which they now have, andalways had, by 
one or more Officers, called Head-Bargh-Maſters, who hath or have power to appoint 
Deputy-Bargh-Maſters and Stewards under him or them, impannel and make ſeveral Ju- 
ries, and keep Courts of Juſtice called Barmote-Courts, in which all differences touching 
Mynee, between Myners and Owners of I and, and all others, are decided. 
And their Differences are not to be determined other ways, then by the ſaid Barmote- 
| Courts; and in cale of Appeal, by the Dutchy Court, which arethe Courts thereunto ap- 
pointed, in all ſucceſſions of times, ſince Evwarp the Confeſlor; and the common Law or any other Courts 
ae not to take cognizance thereof. 

The Myners hold theſe Mynes by Inheritance, according to their Laws and Cuſtoms often confirmed, as ap- 
pears by ſeveral Records in the Tower, and elſewhere. 

By theſe Laws and Cuſtoms the Myner pays a Duty called Coap, which is four pence, and in ſome places fix 
pence per Load, and is given for the breaking up of the Ground, Egreſs and Regrels, &c. 

And the Myners areto have Timber and Wood for their Mynes, under and above ground, for which they pay 
Lot, that is, the thirteenth Diſh : But now the Myner is enforced by the Bargh-Maſters to pay this Lor, and yer 
the Timber is not delivered, or had, which is contrary to all Juſtice; And thereofthe Myner complains in Par- 
liament to be relieved. 

They are ſometimes troubledgyith a Monopoly called Prehemprion, their Lead-Oar being taken away, and 
do not receivethe price, though their Law laith they muſt pay the price of the Marker, of which the Myner Pe. 
titioneth to be freed, that no Prehemption may be exerciſed, Leing too great an oppreſſion to a tree been Ponyle, 

Now whereas it is lawful for the Myner by the Cuſtom of the Mynes to dig and ſearch for Lead-oar in any 
mans Land in the ſaid County, yetnotwithſtanding of Jate the Eari of RuTLanp by his Agents and Servants 
doth oppoſe the Myners and will nor ler them work in his Land, though he holds it from the Dutchy under the 
ſame Cuſtoms, bur by force their Tools, Timber, Cordage, and other marterials, are taken away by his ſaid Ser- 
vants and Agents : they burn them, and fill their Mynes up again ; do avoyd Injun&tions obtained againſt him 
by Nyceties in Law; bave impriſoned the parties by power of the Lords Houſe, without Hearing; And by thar 
and other means many of the Myners are utterly undone. 

And it isthe ſame caſe through all the ſaid County with every Owner of Land wherein the Myners work, that 
if one mans Land be freed from Myning, then the others will upon the ſame ground free their lands allo, and 
ſome begin already to endeavor the ſame: And if this be tolerated Fourty thouſand in the ſaid County mult go 
a begging, and be totally undone; And two hundred thouſand pounds yearly lols to the Common-wealth, that 
now is made by the great Trade for Lead. 


Theſe great Diſorders do ariſe becauſe many of the Bargh-maſters are Judges in their own caſes, or walignants, 
and ſome unfit, taking nocare to uphold the laws and Cuſtoms of the Mynes, but aym at their own private ends. 

Formerly the Head-Bargh-maſters were men of the greateſt quality, under whom the Mynes had ProteQtiog in 
all their lawful Rights, and then they did proſper to the great good of the Common-wealth. 


The Government and Juriſdiction of the Mynes were ever heretofore in the Crown and Dutchy of Lancaſter, 
and are now devolved to the State; So that the Right now belongeth to the Parliament to appoint Head-Bargh- 
maſters, whoſe juſt and fair carriage in the Premiſſes will for a great part reform the miſchiets herein expreſled, 
and by it, and paſſing the Myners Billin Parliament, bring a great advantage to the Publique Affairs of thas 
County. 


